Dear Dave, '\2/\9/l5 

The tiniin.j of your 12/15 could not be better* At any moment I will be interrupted. 
I’m tired fro... being up until after 1 a.m., vhen a broadcast ended, v;hen I look around 
and see hovi 3 q far behind I’m getting it starts to over/^helm - and I mean m';;chanical work 
lilce filing only, not what ^ really ought be doing* So, your concludiiig coiiiment about 
Post Mortem is a lift* At a time v/hon I can use it. I’m troubled by stayiii^^ so tJu’od* 

I’d have written you ns soon as possible aiiy..ay becauso Ira listall or Pistell, 

1 think of WBMP, Milwaukee, will be in touch with you for a broadoaat* Pirst you 
should know you can do it by phone if you are not goin^; to be in ’‘Uiwaulccse* He spoke of 
your bibliogTsUphy, etc., and I spo:co highly, etc* 

X foiuiid him a very d^:cont in the v;ay he treated me, the audience and 

the subject. And I’vo had lots of ex:p^.^rience with people in his role* Ho comes accrosss 
as one of the bast* 

I trJ.ce it that despite? the condition of the packa?<o the flyers can bo used* If 
net please let rre know* Or if you need more* Until wo can find time to see how many 
we have we c.an’t decide whether to print more not folded. 2,000 were to have been urw 
folded* However, if 1 have to reprint, I may add a iJew tiny squibs, plugs* 

Viilii wiiut you’ve said about PM you’ve gii&n .iie aa enormous lift* First I’ve 
been troubled by the writing* After Liy initiiil euperiericos thi.; bociinic secondary to 
me and reiiUdln.-j tliat way. I have just sc much t:U:ie and hovj do I U 5 C it? lly decision v/ns 
to malce tho record as completely as Joasiblo. Also, years ago I mdo real efforts to 
get an oditor/assistant-in-residence. If those of Isrge means .and larger moutlis liad 
the dedication they profess tills could have bean done and uiy output cctild have betrn 
close to twice as iQUcii. And better. 

At the ju-cs^^t i decided eigainst tiia '..Titing, getti^ig a collaborator 

for tills so I coLild continue investigating luitil tiic first book wacj done* I had a book 
contrsuct for this* By the t±ui^ there was .writing for mo to see there was none. By then 
this, as it turned out fai‘^ri::,ut, former hoi>-chot report agreed for me to do uovo:.*al 
ciiapters, amoung to closu to half of the boom. I did them ana then went to see ills work* 

I got sick* So disturbed tiiab in driving back from Fliiladelphia ins toad of turnini,< at 
Baltimore toward Frederick I going until I realized I was on tho way to Wasbdngton* 

I’iiis was 2 / 3 / 65 , perhaps 2/2. Tlie eoutxeact called for delivery of completed ms. 
j/l5* I phoned the puolisher the no.t day, Suid I’c. have to talcs it all over, got Ills 
agroement, and believe it or not ail of Vfb was sent by 2/l5* I to v/rito cliapters 
out of order, wliat I coiiid do fastest first so tluvt, with whit I had already written, 
he c^oui A start waiting* X am sur^ i wrote ail of it in less than fO da^'s. X never htul a 
chance to outline it except in my iidxid. On i*j, however, as 1 tliought I did malce notes 
of vdiat not to forgot, etc* Tliat-is the closest I’vo ever been able to come to an outline 
in any of the work* I’ve been writing while developing ratorial on all the books* While 
X now have no clear recclioction of iiavi/ig it in juind, i have always boon concerned about 
how to keep interest constant or growing witli matei^ais ox this nature. The most comi:;on 
comment about VA/ 1 ia that it red like a murder mystery, fn fact, in was rumiei'^up for 
the mystery writers award 01 i 960 1 I’ve forgo btne but i thin Rex Strut's novel won. I was, 
as I recall, second* I’m glad you find grows tliat vray. I knew t. e leading is not easy, 
but I also iaiow that my market accepts tiiis. I have lett -rs rrox: profcDsiona .1 people 
teliin,; me they’ve just reread for t .0 10th timel And countless cozmendatory conif^onts 
on mii3.ti])l« rcr^iadlngs , each of wrdch tiio v.ritex' tells me discloses more. Nov;, except for 
the rereadirigs this dees not surprise nio. I’ll explairi until clio alelaj'ei guest comes. 
From the first I v/as aware or what I could not responsibly say but of wliich there should 
be a liint* Tiiis led to persisting ellipsis* It is conscious* ioa*l~ find some iix Pk* In 
fact, I’m certain that if you reread some of V/Wl you’ll find those elliptical hints 
carried forw.ard with the evidence I did not then have but .analysis told cio imd to e:d.st* 
?M was j.-ost dlfiicuD.t 01 all bec.au 3 o it was written over tm 8 year perior, without an 
outline and. always during tunaoilis). Ivors I was what is not port 2* I begun v/riting it 
the Simday nigrr: before the Shaw joi*y was imp^cilod, at ha be Herron’s, in New Orl..ans, 



on a partly-brok^^n Ea.t Gorman portable he had. I resumed next morning in a sjrall room 
^ ^ electric machiitio and on a regular rather than a 

electric before. I left that 'Thursday in disgust, 

J d'ning into tJie courtroom or laying eyes on Shaw, who was Just doiJii the 

eoidirf ■'^oPtworKxng, givin,, them a chaiiae to changxi tlie doctriie of the case as a* 
condition I or my anything im-ther to do with it (l supplied all the non-Shaw 

atuix e:.e«p. Carry. I hud to ha'/e the ..ork completed before the iiccrapt tent .vecht, shtc- 
V'lk ^“cuapetent, testified in .to-Sjlgl in Vwihtr.gtou. I aid it in too 

iwo^ing, U..paciing an<i travelling both ways. (I asked ileagher to 
ilrppea over it but d.tclrktod for roacona I don't believe.) I wrote 

^ dovoloring it and while I woo also doing 
..il'Z-Zl rax-sao-v^ig, 3yx.r;g» acting as ray ovm lawyer, trying to keep Bud^ 

oUaieht from copping out, while t^iiring othors -an alternative to me suing, etc. 

It lo t..rvuai*y alx a rou.p dr.af t. I did over some of vhat I )md on tiio './.^ost 

■’ ' - vn onoraioun mechanichl Job of Just rnpaf-tr.g, whir-h 

X liau tc_do myself. I pootocl ail. the- cliangon, corroctiono.etc. ^ 

°i’ situation as troubling as I am sure you can see it was to 

5-ov/--vor, soma of that wldch yo.i notice 

h"- 3<-'cor.d imrt from bring the third. I took part of 

thx- ,;arc out ■..•hen I cou_'. find no gub.lichor ,-md .l.aid it r.cide. I did not exooct 

to 0 .. ao-e to gco as much as i dii but \.jhon I .lid I made that the third oart. 

recuri'ing in my mind, %s;aiitinfa. iLd' Xabaif, *'who is 

a-- critical ol my writing, liked tills and vras Imprassed oy w-iot he cal i ad tiie 

sustained atiaae of iicrror. " cai.c.u inc 

mne othmr co.,mont! I liad started wr:lt;l.-,i; the fourth part when .1 IMm onto the 
.oney that couia i^n^nce Ilov,ai-a's coming hem. When he got Lvo I gave .him no r sSic£ons 

is ; a of appendix in the middle of the 

''Xti ^ £1 3ure hv, war. ri-t* \Je .put tt-o-ti .:-ouin.-?nts t>ir>rr> bcoausu othr^'-'-^np th- 

index done over. I the 

hth part 1 le. lam ciu stuif out without question. It was a dose caJ.l and I aoeentod 
a jua,.jsacnt. In retrospect I'm soriy. ky instinct was correct. It Vfould have made 
a larg-r uooa. I also gave la.-i a fi-ee ijnnd on. trie appxin.lix. I liad too much. I let him 
i.mi.iue wbai. DO eliiOxnats and li.-, aia the lacing .ri!.;i, fo/tootoa. 

ropubi;.3n..>d in .-.nroJi by A,S..%mo.n, -rith S30.000 pro.-aisod to 
promo |-v XU. x!ii,n 13 .no kind ,m iavv:itm.«r.t ro .ud.v-xi. for .i pu.bLiii.-.cr to make a rv^i 

do do.i-311 t pxt vlii money in the bo,.)i; has to hack it or. itu o-.m .^md bfr^ias 

‘'OTd aro-iud tiw otorc-s ’willas.-.ume 

w. - '-h .ixi_ gcu u..e..„ion ana ■.;iil soli. Tjosc that i.eight nrjt onlor v;il] . Those th-i-^ 
light arwe oraered a coupl,; v.-il.i trues moi^;. It ii a very nroidsirv- -r^e 

hof STv^-’ 3h,:.otlag for a bo.ct»3eller and 

hes to ^ve iii ;,anu generating enough kit.-rsst and at.trmtion for an attractive reprint 
contract after raaicimuia h.rctbaclc sales. u...ix.eux/« reprint 

ho .ir r'^^ a xittie co,..icroiaa/contrnot .udvico azw lu >;or'ted also that 

xairloigh-klckinaon to lot them rar..! Howard's fine work on the 

coma-rcial potential but it -i - a 

ooo.;c that ca4 oool.to atudonta i'r;:' years. 

o Guide to Am-ii.can .Ul.-.t .>!■;>'■? Or r.ravbo 

euosuiozi .or a lawyer, xt 1 ;. inieile-ctual :>n- schol.re-l-f Mitr.-.wn. 

^uoai: here, " ^ 



Have fi liOJ.lday, 



